He said that the patient was in her usual health in the morning, but in the course of the afternoon severe sickness came on, accompanied with a feeling of uneasiness in the stomach. At four o'clock he prescribed poultices and lactopeptine in 10 gr. doses. At eight o'clock in the evening, when the patient was sitting up in bed taking some arrowroot, she expired suddenly, long before he arrived at the house. Dr Littlejohn performed the post-mortem examination next day, and on opening the pericardium a large quantity of sanguineous serum escaped, which at once led him to conclude that the heart was ruptured. The rupture was in the wall of the left ventricle. The heart was in a state of fatty degeneration.
